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A documentary by Néstor Lépez and Carlos Valle

In Kivu (Democratic Republic of Congo), one of the most violent regions in the world, a group of women
arrives at Panzi Hospital after being gang-raped by the guerrillas in the area who control the mineral re-
sources. Their psychological treatment before reintegration confronts them with the dilemma of accept-
ing the babies they have given birth to as a result of the rapes, finding in the question of motherhood a

way to resist.
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NESTOR LOPEZ AND CARLOS VALLE

This documentary set in the most violent area on the planet according to
the UN and one of the worst in the world to be a woman. This place is the
Kivu region in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

It is a documentary that deals with the recovery of dignity when it has been
unjustly stolen from you. We are talking about the second largest genocide
in history, with 5 million dead, surpassed only by World War Il, but this geno-
cide has not ended. A group of women fight every day to fix this conflict, one
of them is Neema, our protagonist, only 16 years old, with a 2-year-old baby,
whom she had at 14. She lives with 350 other women, and nearby there are
more barracks with more women, in total, more than 500 as of today, in some-
thing that looks like a refugee camp, with barbed wire, weapons... but no, it is
a hospital. There you can find Panzi Hospital, founded by Denis Mukwege, a
gynecologist who reconstructs the sexes of these women. In 2018, he re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize.

We have been working in the Kivu area for over 6 years. This is our third project there. We were completely struck by the women of Panzi. They
represent everything we admire in the human being, the ability to overcome any problem through work and love, and that it's always worth
living. | believe it is of vital importance that white European men begin to have black, African, and female role models. It is necessary to broaden
our references in life to better understand the world. These women are reintegrating themselves. And this is the only way to resist. \When we
spoke with Dr. Mukwege for the first time, he told us that the problem is the disregard of international organizations since a genocide of this mag-
nitude can only be addressed through an International Tribunal, which would be the third in the history of humanity after the Nuremberg Trials
and the 1994 Rwandan genocide. Until International Action acts, victory lies in the success of Neema's and the women of Panzi's reintegration.

REFUSING TO LET.VIOLENCE WINDER YOUR LIFE IS A FORM OF RESISTANCE.






