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In the future... somewhere



Genre: Drama
Country of Production: Palestine, ltaly, France

Year of Production: 2024
Duration: 34 min

SYNOPSIS:

After suffering unimaginable loss, Suleiman and Lubna retreat to an isolated farm,
where they tend to their crops and engage in impassioned debates about their five -
children’s choices - until one day a stranger arrives to reveal a harrowing truth.






ABOUT THE DIRECTOR:

Maha Hajis a filmmaker with a diverse
packground in English and Arabic
iterature. A graduate of the esteemed
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, she
weaves her profound understanding of
storytelling into each frame. Her artistic
journey has been marked by notable
collaborations, including her work as a set
designer on renowned productions such
as THE AT TACK by Ziad Douairi and Elia
Suleiman’s THE TIME THAT REMAINS
and I'T MUST BE HEAVEN.

Haj's directorial debut came in 2009 with

the short film ORANGES —whichwonan  Award at Montpellier.

Audience Award at the Montpellier
Mediterranean Film Festival — followed
by the poignant documentary BEHIND
THESE WALLS in 2010.

Her first foray into feature filmmaking
camein 2016 with PERSONAL AFFAIRS
— a critically acclaimed work that was
selected for Cannes' prestigious Un
Certain Regardin the 2016 edition of the
Cannes Film Festival and won the Archie
Award for Best First Feature at

Philadelphia Film Festival and the Critics'’

Her last film, MEDITERRANEAN FEVER,
also premiered at the 75th Cannes Film
Festival's Un Certain Regard, where it won
Best Screenplay, before going on an
extended festival tour that included the
ikes of the Rotterdam, Palm Springs,
Chicago, Vancouver and Melbourne
international film festivals. Moreover, it
won the Student Jury Prize at Tokyo
FILMex and a Golden Firebird for Young
Cinema at the Hong Kong Film Festival.






DIRECTOR’'S STATEMENT:

"UPSHOT unfolds in a realm beyond the confines of geography — a place that exists
on the edge of reality and imagination. Here, amidst the mist-shrouded expanse of a
secluded farm, Suleiman and Lubna, a couple haunted by unspeakable loss, navigate
the unfathomable depths of grief. “

Thisis atale that delves into the intricacies of coping with unimaginable pain.
Suleiman and Lubna retreat from the world, seeking refuge in the embrace of nature,
far removed from the prying eyes of society. Yet, even in their isolation, they cannot
escape the relentless ache of their loss.

Through the alchemy of storytelling, Suleiman and Lubna conjure a parallel reality
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free of their pain in which their lives unfold in vivid detail. But when a journalist
intrudes upon their sanctuary, wielding the blunt force of truth, the fragile illusion
they've constructed threatens to unravel.

Set against the backdrop of Gaza's enduring strite, UPSHOT is both a lamentation
and a testament to the indomitable power of the human spirit. In a world defined by
suffering, Suleiman and Lubna's journey is a poignant remmder of the boundless
resilience of the human imagination.

With a narrative set in the future, this film confronts the stark reality of a nation
scarred by decades of conflict. There are no easy answers, no political solutions to
assuage the anguish of parents who have lost everything. And so, it unfolds in a realm

unbound by time or place —a pmgnant reflection of the irreparable loss that defies
earthly confines.”






ABOUT THE PRODUCER:

Hanna Atallah is a feature and documentary filmmaker, producer, and cultural art manager
who founded Filmlab Palestine in Ramallah to empower Palestinian youths in refugee camps in
Jordan with film literacy and talent programs. The non-profit organization aspires to put
Palestine on the map of the global cinema industry by providing technical and artistic support
to emerging Palestinian filmmakers. :

Atallahis also the founder and director of Palestine Cinema Days =— one of the leading
international film festivals in Palestine that focuses on cinema culture and has become a
venue for arthouse films in the region.

He is known for working on THE OLIVE PRESS and also currently awaiting the release of his
latest production — Laila Abbas’ THANK YOU FOR BANKING WITH US! — which MAD World,

MAD Solutions' recently inaugurated international sales arm, will be distributing worldwide.



ABOUT THE PRODUCTION COMPANIES:

August Films:

Based in Ramallah, Palestine, is a dynamic production and distribution company. Founded by Hanna Atallah and Ronza Kamel, its
mission is to empower Palestinian artists within the film industry. Specializing in both fiction and documentary genres, August
Films collaborates with emerging and established directors, amplitying their voices and narratives for a global audience.

Still Moving:

Based in the vibrant city of Paris, Still Moving is an esteemed international production and distribution company founded by the
visionary duo Juliette Lepoutre and Pierre Menahem. Dedicated to producing, co-producing, and selling thought-provoking
arthouse films crafted by both emerging talents and established directors, StillMoving focuses on challenging and inspiring
storytelling and is a driving force in the global film industry, nurturing creativity and bringing compelling narratives to audiences
worldwide. This is Lepoutre and Menahem's second collaboration with director Maha Haj after her 2022 Cannes entry
MEDITERRANEAN FEVER, which won Best Screenplay at the Un Certain Regard.

Okta Films:

Founded by Paolo Benzi, Okta Films is on a mission to unveil and celebrate captivating narratives through auteur-driven
documentaries that seamlessly merge reality with groundbreaking narrative technigues. With a commitment to pushing the
boundaries of storytelling, Okta Films seeks to illuminate unigue perspectives and untold stories, captivating audiences with their

innovative approach to documentary filmmaking. Previously, Benzi worked with UPSHOT co-producer Teresa Mannino on THE
DAMNED, which world premiered at the 77th Cannes Film Festival, where it won Best Director.






FESTIVALS AND AWARDS:

World Premiere - Locarno International Film Festival, selected er Pardi di Domani— Corti dAutore
(Auteur Short Film Competition) 3






CAST & CREW:

Written and Directed By: Maha Haj
Cast: Mohammed Bakri
Areen Omari
Amer Hlehel
Producer: Hanna Atalah & Ronza Kamel
Production Companies: August Films
Co-Producers: Paolo Benzi
Teresa Mannino
Juliette Lepoutre
Pierre Menahem
Cinematography: Augustin Bonnet
Editor: Veronique Lange
Production Designer: Saher Dwairy
Sound: Mohammed Abu Hamad
Music: Munder Odeh TRE e
Worldwide Sales: MAD World _ __ et W L M\"n
Distribution and sales in the Arab World: MAD Distribution DS TRIBUTION \W/@‘R?LU

A MAD SOLUTIONS COMPANY




In the future... somewhere
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